Nations are inventions, the products of particular
historical cireumstances and movements

Sheehan, German History 1770-1866, 1989

i Eleiely abowut

B Look at Source 1. According 1o the
caption, why did France not want
Prussia (the largest German staze)
10 get any bigger?

B Do you think this was the real
reason?

180U Travel from Paris o
St Petersburg tock 20 days

V8% The first gas lights installed in
Palt Mall, London

1635 Invention of the electiic
telegraph

¥B40: First postage stamp available
in Britain (Penny Black)

8603 Oif available for the first time
Y877 Invention of the relephone
15803 Electricity widely avajlable

L8589 lovention of the intemmal
combustion engine

LUvLs Introduction of gliding
¥896 Invention of the radio

£9010 Travel from Paris to St
Petersburg took 30 hours

1003 The Wright Brothers flew the
first petrol-driven aecoplane
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The vuification of Germany, |

Introduction

In 1871 Germany united to become a single state. It had previously existed as
many separaie states. The unification of Germany has had an enormous impact,
nat just on German history but on the history of Europe since 1871. Without a
single powerful German state, wo world wars might never lave happened and
Hitler might never have risen 10 power. German unification is, therefore, one of
the most imporant events of modern history. This chapter examines how and
why Germany united. It also introduces one of the most impartant figures in
German history, Otio von Bismarck. Bismarck has always provoked extreme
responses from historians. He has been described as a hero, a brilliant
staresman and politician, a ruthless opponunist and even as the man who made
Hitler possible. Although he himself denied that individuals can shape history,
his own actions and achievements proved otherwise.

Key questions

® What events berween 1815 and 1871 led 1o German unification?
® Who was Bismarck and what were his aims?

® What role dlid each of the following play in the unification of Germany:
Prussia {the largest German state)

Economic growth

War

Mationalism

Liberalign:

Bismarck

® Was Germany united by ‘Blood and iron®?

® Was the unification of Germany inevitable?

An era of change

e edéa

. Source 4

There is a dynamism about nineteenth-century Europe that far exceedls
anything previously known. Burope vibrated with power as never
before...its prime symbols were iis engines - the locomotives, the
gasworks, the elecuic dynamos. . Buropeans, in fac, were made to feel
not only powerful hut superior.. for nineteemth-century man, power was
the ohiect of wonder and hope...

Davies, Europe, 1997

As Source 4 suggests, the nineteenth century was a time of enormous ¢hange in
Europe. Society became less agricultural and more industial; less rural and
more urban. This was the era of steam engines, railways and, later, electricity.
It was the era of machines that tmasformed production. It was the ez of
factories, built 1o house those machines. It was the em of urbanisn as peaple
flocked to the towns where the new faciories were located. The impact of these
changes cannot be overestimated.

Germany wimessed these changes as much as any counuy during the
nineieenth ceatury. Of great imporiance (o its industrial development were
improved communications. Better roads were buill, canals were dug and, in
particular, the milways arrived. The first line opened in 1835 and the railway
system quickly expanded {clespite doctors’ health warnings of the dangers of
travelling at such speed). German society also underwent an impontant change,
The Geymar: people were na longer defined for life according to their staus at
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sirtl. Instead, they were defined by their social class ar any given poiat. It was,
n consequence, easier to move berwveen social groups and nobles were free 10
wrsee middle-class professions — aithough moves in the opposite diection,
tom peasant upwards, remained less common.

lurope’s population was expanding rapidly, increasing from around 150
niflion in 1800 to aver 400 million by 1914. This created tensions everywhere,
1ot least in overcrowded, unhygienic living conditions in the rapidly expanding
owns. In Germany, much of the pepulation growth was in the countrysicle and
‘ood supplies were becoming inadequate. Terrible epidemics of disease, sach
1 cholera, brought demands for better public health provision. These demands
mme from the expanding working classes, which began 1o scquire political
wwareness and self-confidence due to their luge numbers, their concentration
1 the towns and their poor treatment. They were often joined by the growing
niddle classes who, despite their wealth and mmportance as traders and
ncustrialists, resented their lack of political power. The waditional aristocratic
2lites in Gevmany were more determined than these in many other couneries to
wid on w their privileges and power and they were often the ones lenst
iffected by the changes happening around them.

This was also an era of growing natiomalism which was t© blossom [ully
owards the end of the cenmry, Uneven economic growih among neighbouring
states creareel opportunities for the most successful states 1o expand, in order to
sisfy the needs of a growing population, to supply enough raw materials for
sroduction and w© secure new markets. Some states, though not Germany,
ooked owside Ewrope for this and buili up huge empires which spanned
sontinents, In Germany, vaices demanding the unification of the country could
e heard; their calls were finally answered in 1571.

Germany 18151858

The German Confederation, 1815

Jermany as a single country didd not exist until 1871, Before the nineteenth
sentury the area known as Germany consisted of over 350 different states,
oosely linked by a common language. Some of the siaes were large kingdoms,
such as Prussia and Austria, and others were little more than a city, ruled by
whlemen. Together they formed part of the massive Holy Roman Empire,
which alse included extensive Austian territories. This Empire, though vast,
1ad ligle bearing on the states of which it was formed; it had no real political
significance and disappeared after Napoteon invaded and defeated Austria and
russia in 1805-6.

By the time of his own defeat in 1815, Napoleon had changed Germany for
zo0cl, The hundreds of individual sttes had been reduced to just thirty-nine,
though the largest tvo remained Ausivin and Prussia. In the Vienna Seidement
of 1815, the German Confederation (Bund) was established, using the
soundaries of the ofd Holy Roman Empire. This Confederation did not signal a
snification of German people, not feast because non-Germans were included -
such as Nalians - while groups of German-speakers were excluded {see Source
. It was a federation of states rather than a federal state, In other words, the
mdividual states remained indepenclent and there was no overall head of the
onfederation. The Federal Diet which met ar Frankfurr and was supposed ©
s¢ the main decision-making body of the Confederation was really a chance for
indiviclual states to protect their own interests. Decisions were rarely made, as
*hey depended on the unanimous approval of the member states.

i

raiionalis

Strong feelings of loyalty herween
people who share race, nguage and
culture, Alse a desire in o people o
defend their country and make it
sirong. The idea grew mapidiy dwing
the nineteenth century. Al its worst i
can lead to persecution of minority
groups, such as Jews. It can also
encournge expansion and war against
other states. In its mikdest form,
however, it involves feelings of
solidarity among o people and pride
in their country. These feelings are
more commonly termed patrictism
today

Federal

Where inclividual sttes are bound
A central government but also keep
somie of their own powers.
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apean

The Austrian Empire contained all the
lunds ruled by the ruling house of
Austria, but also Hungary, parts of
moclern day ltaly and regions that
lyave since become independent,
such as the Czech Republic.

Souiee 5

The German Confederaticn.

The enification of Germpany

The main player in the creation of the Confederation was Prince Metternicly,
Foreign Minister of Austria. He saw Austriz as the dominant influence in the
Confederation, The idea of the Confederation was not to encourage unification.
In fact, the intention of Metternich was the exact opposite. With an Austrian

Liberalism

Belief in individuai rights and
freedon. Liberals supponied free
trade.
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# Think about

- How does Source 6 combine both
liberalism and nationatism?
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i Empire fuil of different ethnic groups, the last thing he wanted w0 encourage
[ was nationalism. If Germans were to unite then perhaps the Slovaks,
E Hungarians, Serbs, Croats and other groups in the Austrian Empire would also
i demand independent states.
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In fact, the calls for German unification at this point were muted and mainly
restricied to the middle class. 1t was true, however, that the years of Napoleonic
rite had encouraged the growth of two ideologies; nationalism and liberalism,
Liberals were often nationalists, although the reverse was not always the case.

Source 6
... happiness and pleasure are not the highest aims of the people, but
freedom, That is the will of God and reason ... the happiness and the
greatness of 4 people depend only on the highest possible liberty of alt
citizens and the equality of all, established by laws they make |
themselves or that are made by their representatives ... An enthusiastic
people which is willing to fight for such laws and for such a fatherland
cannot be conquered ... and the most beawtiful of all: Germans we are
all rogether! ... that wonderful people from the Weichsel 1 the Vosges,
from the North Sea over the Alps to Carpathia, made equal through
speech, customs, and descent, all citizens of the Reich - a unified
people of brothers is irresistible,

Extract from a speech by a nineteen-year-oid student in 1820

In 1819, a member of a nationalist student group murdered Kotzebnie, an ant-
liberat playwright with Russian connections. This prompted Metternich w issue
the Karlsbad decrees which imposed tighter contrel on education and
censorship of publications less than 320 sides long. This laiter measure led, not
surprisingly, 1o successions of dull and excessively long books, whose length
had been pointlessly extended in order 10 avoid censorship! The whole episode

.
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© The unification of Genmary
usteated how fiercely Metternich opposed both hberalism and nationalism
yl in this auitude he was, for now, supported by Prussia.

though Austria was the strongest, most dominant member of the
anfederation, the territorial settlement at the Vienna Conlerence prepared the
ay for future chunges 1o the balance of power, Prossia’s population more than
subled with the acquisition of land to the west, inciuding the Rhineland and
‘estphalia. Such gains brought with them beter supplies of raw materials and
ore advanced indusuy. They also shifted Prussia's field of vision into the
sart of Geymany, as they came at the expense of losing Polish tesritary 1o
assin, This enabled Prussia, as the century progressed, o dominate Germany
a way that Austia could not. From now on, lesser German states would tend
+ look 10 Prussia for protection and not Austria.

he Zollverein, 1834

ae complicated organization of Germany with #s many independent states did
e o promote mternal wacde within the Confederation. There was no
ymmon cuwrrency and noe common system of weights and measures.
arthermore, import duties were placed on goods transported from one state o
wther, and 1olls were charged within the states themselves, In 1818, Prussian
aders, keen to expand Prussia’s trade and industry, established the Prussian
ustoms Union. A single, low wriff was charged at Prussia's border and internal
Jties were abolished. Soon afterwards neighbouring states joined this union,
rompting other states to form their own unions elsewhere in Germany.
owaver, the Prussian Union remwined the strongest and gracally absorbed its
vals, In 1834, with the absorption of Bavaria and Wurttemberg, the union
scame known as the Zollverein (Customs Union), By 1836, the Zollverein
wiuded 25 states and a population of 26 million.

E Zaollverein in 1834 !

D States outside the
Zollverein in 1834 ;

AUSTHRIA

ignificantly, the Zollverein excluded Austria. In fact, Ausiria was invited 10 join
in the eary siages but it refused, as it supported high wriffs, and in any case
ad a large home market of its own. Prussia, it l1as been argued, saw its
pportunity 1o establish economic control over the Confederation and aliznate
uswia in it fisst step towards dominance over Germany. Certainly, the
ollverein greatly enhanced Prussia’s influence over Gemman affairs, to the

xtent that Ausuia later tried to join it. The Zollverein became = focal point for

W,

i Thiik about

b Can you supgest any possible
1easens why Austria was not
included in the Zolverein?
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~: The Zollverein,

Juntiers
Prussian aristocrats from east of the
River Elbe.
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Parliament were middle class. In fact,
ils members were unusually well
gualified - over 80% had university
degrees. Most were teachers, lawyers,
and professais wd there were some
writers and cleigymen. Oui of the
596 members, just 4 were artisans
and one was a peasant, who was
further disadvantaged by being a Pole
from Silesia,
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The wezknesses of revolutionary
forces in Germany were...evident
from the start: it ook a spark from
outside to ignite the revolution; there
was a range of forces with different
aims exerting pressure on the
regimes... Having withdrawn from
ihe fray, rather than being defeated,
conservative forces were able to
observe the disarsay and flailings of
the revolutionary groups, snd later 1o
retum lo take control of the situation
with their armed forces intact, and
even strengthened by concessions ©
peasant demans,

Fulbrook, A Concise History
of Germany, 1980
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German pationalism. If, nationalists argued, economic unity worked to
everyone’s advantage, why not go the next step and secure political unity as
well? Whilst most historians acknowledge the important contribution the
Zollverein made towards anification, not alt of them believe that it inevitably
led 10 such a development. The member sates of the Zoliverein remained
protective of their own political independence, which was, if anything,
increased by the hoost 10 their revenues after 1834, In addition, many were still
hostile e Prussia, and indeed fought agains: her in 1866,

Revolution, 1848-1849

1848 was a year of revolution in Europe. It started in France, where the French
king, Louis Philippe, fled to England after students and workers took (o the
streets in Paris. News of the February Revolution spread guickly and provided
the spark which ignited the passions of those in Germany who wanted change.
The violent protests came from peasants and workers who demanded
improvements (0 their daily lives. Hardship was common. In the Prussian
countryside, much of the fand was owned by the Junkers, who exploited their
peasant labourers. Even where peasants were able to rent land, the cost was
high. Bad harvests in 1846 and 1847 had not helped, and proved panicularly
disastrous in the context of a rising population.

Workers in the lowns fared no better. The rising population led to overcrowded
and unhygienic living conditions andl conditions in the factories were equally
squalid. The poor harvests raised the price of food and a recession in the textile
industry in 1847 led 1o fusther difficulties. In such conditions, protests were ly
no means uncommon, even before 1848, but they were given more impetus by
the events in France.

Rulers throughout Germany hastily made concessions to the revolutionaries.
However, it was a differem group that exploited the violence for political encls.
The middle classes had grown in numbers and wealth by 1848, but were
denied greater political power by the nobitity who were fiercely protective of
their privileges. Therefore it was among the middle classes that liberalism and
nationalism had developed, and the time seemed ripe to pursue these aims
more actively. Calls for an assembly o discuss and prepare for German
unification were successful. The Diet of the Confecleration agreed to be
replaced by a ‘Voiparlament or ‘pre-patliament’ and this body of 596 men met
at Frankfurt in May 1848, Their common backgrounds snd broadly common
atms, however, concenled many different shades of opinion. v

One of the key issues on which they disagreed was the boundary of this united
Germany. There were two options. The first was to include German-speaking
Ausuin (Grossdewtschland - Big Germany) and the second was to exclude it
leaving Prussia as the dominant state (Kleindeurschland - Liwle Germany).
Siowly, after much discussion, a smaller Germany emerged as the favousite. By
March 1849, the Frankfurt Parliament proposed a Constitttion for a German
Empire. The crown of this new Gennany was offered o the King of Prussia,
who refused to accept a thing 'moulded out of the dirt and dregs of revolution,
disloyalty and weason’. What right, he argued, did these common men have (o
offer a king another crown? He was not the only ruler to reject the Censtitution;
the rulers of Saxony, Bavaria and Hanover did the same.

Why did the Frankfust Parliament fail? On one level, it was because the rulers
regained their confidence afier the fright of 1848 and used the Prussian and
Austian armies to strengthen their position. On another level, however, it was
because the tiberals lacked the necessary backing. They were themselves afraid

R
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‘of the violence on the sweets and could hardly chim (o represent the
protesters. One of the messages that north German liberals took away from this
episode was the importance of securing Prussia’s backing for any future
unification praposal.

Why did Prussia grow in strength after 18507

Meanwhile, the Prussian povernment ook steps, in May 1849, to ensure that
any further moves towards German uaion would be under its control. The
Erfurt Union, consisting of Prussia, Saxony and Hanover, was led by Prussia,
and membership was open to the other German states. its purpose was (o
explore the issue of unification, but it failed, however, largely through Austrian
opposition, In 1851 the German Confederation (stll dominated by Austria) was
fully re-established and Prussia was forced 1o abandon alternative unification
plans swhicl Austzia found unacceptable. However, Austria's triumph was shot-
lived as she was soon facing problems elsewhere. While the economy of the
German Confederation as a whole flourished, Austria’s did not (Source 8). In an
increasingly industrial age, Austrin’s vast agricultral areas heldd back economic
growth. In addition, her txation system was outdated. Furthermore, Austria’s
involvement in military disputes with Italy and south-castern Europe led to high
expenditure on the army. In desperation, Austia attemptect both to link her
empire with the Zollverein and also to break the Zollverein up, bur most of the
German states preferred things as they were and Austrian plans were rejected,

Austzia also lost an important ally during this period. During the Crimean War
(1854-1856), Austria wavered betwesn offering her support to Russia and to
Britain and France. By the end of the war she had alienated Russia without
securing the backing of either Britain or France and was, therefore, left isolated.

Meanwhile, Prussia went from strength to strength. Its inclustrinl growsh far
autstripped that of Austria and in the space of ten years it doubled, as indeed
clid forelgn teacle.

Another factor in Prussia's growing

economy was her advanced
aducation system. Elementary
edlucation had been made
compulsory in 1812 and soon

afterwards, technical institutions were

established.

Sourse 9

The Prussian War Minister,
vor: Roon.

The vuification of Germany -1

How can we explain such rapid industrial growth? The answer lies in a number
of factors ali of which interdink. The Zollverein provided a large free-trade area
in Germany which brought many acvantages. Trade outside the Confederazion
alse increased ane the result was more money to invest in further industrial
projects, Rich coal and iron resources enabled the mining inclustries 1o flovrish
and the newly built milways, themselves ¢ product of expansion, further
stimulated the economy because of the ease of transporting materjals and
goods. The Prussian government supported this Industrial growth. For example,
the government offered money to struggling industries.

Nationalism

While Prussia’s economy became increasingly modern ane ferward-looking,
politically she remained, by contrast, conservative and backward-looking.
Manteuffel, the Prussian Prime Minister, governed without parliament and
rejected all calls for a more representative, demaccratic political system. Despite
this, the liberals won 2 large majority in the Prussian Parliament in 1858, A year
later the Nationzl Association (Mationalverein) was founded to provide a
platform for liberal discussions. It calied for a centralized government led by
Prussia in the place of the German Federal Diet. Their programme stated! that
‘In the present circumstances effective steps for the atinment of this aim can
originate only with Prussia.’ But how widespread was nationalism at this poin®?
Although growing in middie-class circles and promoted through celebrations of
German culre, it is uniikely dhat it ever really filtered down to the ordinary
people. And whilst growing pressure from the liberals was a factor in
unification, it can hardly be argued that uaification came as the result of
widespread, fervear nationatism throughout Germany.

Why was there a constitutional crisis in Prussia?

in 1858 King Frieciich Wilhelm 1V suffered a series of strokes. His brother,
Wilhelm, became regent and then King Withelm I when Friecrich Wilhelm died
three years later. The new king was 64 vewrs old and a devout Protestans,

. o Activily believing his power came from God. He was also a military man, convinced
sr 1250 . y ’
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What were Bismarck’'s aims?

b Hiisiorical debaie

Historians have debated
whether or not Bismarck had
fixed aims. In his memoirs,
which he wrote afier he
resigned his post in 1890,
Bismarck creates the
impression that he had a plan
from the heginning. This may,
however, be an attempt o
enhance his own reputation. At
the other extreme, the histordan
AP Taylor has argued that
Bismarck improvized his
policies day by day. There was
no fixed plan, but Bismarck
was Drilliant at exploiting,
circumstances. Oito Pilanze,
who has written a massive
three-volume biography of
Bismarck, proposes an
alternative interpretation, While
Bismarck had very read aims,
he adopted what Pllanze terms
a ‘straregy of alernatives’. In
ather words, Bismarci kept his
options open about how and
when to achieve his aims,

Al

Otia von Bismarck wag horn in 1815, His father was 2 Junker and a
relatively uneducated man. His mother came from an ecucated midelle-
class bickgrovnd. She was inteligent and ambitious for her children and
Bismarck was sent 10 boarding school at an unusually young age.
Bismarck dic not enjoy school. On leaving, he decided 1o study at
Gouingen University where he was something of a1 misfit, He did not
quite belong to either the arstocratic or the middle-class ciccles, though
he chose the former. He disliled the iack of good manners and
breeding amengst the middle class. He also disliked their seriousness.
Alter university he entered the civil service. It was during this period
that he fell desperately in love with an English gird, 1sabella Loraine-
Smith. He followed her arcund Germany and Jost his job in the process,
only 1o be jilted when she manied someone else, He returned to the
family estates which he ran successfully, despite his reputation as ‘wild
Bismarck’ who had o lking for wine and women. During this dme he
rencl and travelled widely and continued to form bis palitical ideas. The
wrning point came when he met Marde von Thadden in 1842, She was a
clevout Protestant and set out to ‘save’ Bisnwarck, He in tum was
converted, Unfortunately, Marie died in an epidemic, an event which
apparently had Bismarck proying for the first time in fifteen years. Soon
afterwards he proposed to Marie's close friend, Johanna and she
accepted. She provided Bismarck with the comfort and stabilicy he
needed. 1n 1847 Bismarck became a Deputy in the Prussian United Diet
A year kater his defence of the old order during the revolution Jed w his
first majer politcal appoinumen, as the Prussian Representative at the
Diel in Frankfurt. Here he played a significant role in tying (o exclude
Austria froms German affairs. In 1857 he became the Prussian
ambassador to St Petersburg in Russia and then 10 Paris. It was from
here that he was summoned in 1862 1o meet with King Withelm [ of
Prussia.

‘In many domestic and foreign uffairs and questions,’ wrote a
contemporary, ‘Prince Bismarck likes to provide himself with an
alternative in order o be able o decide the same in one of (wo
opposed directions.” Frequemly these alternatives were multiple
solutions to 3 single political problem that could be simukaneously
explored uati] the moment of final choice. Often they were muliple
possibilities of alliance witls opposed political forces between which a
final choice had 1w be avoided as long as possible. In its many
variations, the strategy of alternatives provided Bismarck with a means
of navigating amid the shifting currents and weacherous eddies of the
time stream. It enabled him to gain and retain the initiative, The
knowledge that his quiver held more than one arrow gave him the
confidence and sureness that most of his opponents lacked.

Pflanze, Bismarck and the Develepment of Germany VYai I, 1990

Did he {Bismarck] foresee it (German unification) himselfy
Of all questions in Bismarck’s career this is the most
difficult 1o answer. He was always emphatic that he could
not make evenis. Me said once: ‘Politics wre nat a science
bused on logic; they are the capacity of always choosing at
each instant, in constanily changing situations, the least
harmful, the most useful,”... When someone praised his
direction of events berween 1862-1871, he peinted 1o
many mistakes that he had made and said: 1 wanted it like
this, and everything happened quite differently, P'm
content when 1 see where the Lol wishes to go snd can
stamble after him.’ Was this false modesty?...Centainly there
is not a scrap of evidence that he worked deliberately for
a war with France, still less that he timed # precisely for
the summer of 1870.

Taylor, Bismarck, The Man
and The Statesman, 1955

‘T shall soon', said in effect the Prussian statesman, he
compelled 1 undertake the conduct of the Prussisn
Government. My first care will be 1 organize the army,
with or without the help of the Landtag [Prussian
Parfiamend. The King was right in undertaking this task,
but he cannot accomplish it with his present advisers, As
soon as the army have been brought into such 1 condition
48 10 inspire respect, | shall seize the first best pretext o
deckire war against Austria, dissolve the German Diet,
subdue the minor states, and give national unity to
Germany under Prussian leadership.’
Bisrarck in conversation with Disraeli, a British politician, in
1862. The account comes from Count Eckstadty, the Saxon
Ambassador to London

How do Sources 10, 11 and 12
differ in their interpretation of
Bismarck’s nims?

What light, if any, do Sources 13
and 14 shed on Bismarcl's aims?
Can you suggest any reasons why

hiserians hold different views on
the question of Bismarclk's aims?

Suytligh

Bismarck was « pains always o insist that
war for him was only a final resort, 1o he
avoided thankfully if the desired result
could be achieved by other means,..On the
other hand, at no tHme so far as is known,
did he ask himself whether the very fact
that his aims could be achieved only by
war did not put a question-mark against
these aims.

What, in the autumn of 1862, was it (hat he
wanted 1o achieve? It is doultful whether ar
this stage he had any more specific or
distant aim than reducing Austria’s
pretensions [claims) to the leadership of
Germany, and setling up some sor of North
German Union dominated by Prussia.

Crankshaw, Bismarck, 1981

-..Prussia must gather and consolidate her
strength in reacliness for the favourahle
moment, which lxis already been missed
several rimes; Prussia’s boundaries
according to the Vienna treaties are not
favourable to a healthy political life; not Ly
means of speeches and majority verdicts
will the great decisions of the time be made
~ that was the great mistake of 1848 and
1849 — but by iron and I3lood...

Bismarck's speech
to the Prussian Parliament, 1862

- P [P

You will need (6 read the rest of this chapter before aemyting this activity.

Re-read the "Historical Debaie' box and Source 11 Your msk is o write a
review of AP Taylor's book for a historical journal. Using the information
on these two pages aad the rest of the chapter, you need w0 decide whether
or not you agree with Taylor's mgument. You must back up your reason with

evidence, Remember that your inteaded audience will want 1o know if the
boalt is worth reading!
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How did Germany become united?
The problem with the Liberals

Bismarcle's first task ns Minister-President was to resolve the constitational crisis
over the army bill. In his memairs he recounted his promise to King Wilhelm

1 succeeded in convincing him [the King} that, so far as he was
concerned, it was not a question of liberal or conservative of this or that
shadle, but rather monarchical rale or padiamentary rle, and that the
latter must he avoided at all costs, if even by a period of dictatorship. 1
said; ‘in this situation [ shall, even if your majesty command me to do
things which 1 do rot consider right, tell you my opinion quite openly,
but if you finally persist in yours, [ will mther perish with the King than
forsake your majesty in the contest with parliamentary government.

Bismarck addressed the crisis in a rypically ruthless and uncompromising
fashion. He argued that there was no provision within the Constitution: for
resolving disputes between the two houses of parliament The mater was
therefore for the King 10 decide. The army bill was never passed but was
nevertheless implemented and funded through the coliection of taxes. Relations
between  Bismarck and  the

liberals ceteriorated and, by ety T T

the end of 1863, Bismarck N (,(-! iy g E ™y

had practically established e ”"?;1‘/‘ fw{ B
T R

a dictatorship in Prussia.
The liberals were still
powerful, however, and
won 4 large majority in
the 1863 election. It
ook two successfui
wars to convince them
to support Bismarck,
an outcome that was
perhaps not  entirely
unplanned.  Although
Bismarck hacd clear
forelgn pclicy aims
1862, he also began to
appreciate thar internal
unity was an important
by-product of successful
wars,

Schleswig-Holstein

The two duchies of Schleswig-Folstein {see Source 5) were autonomeus (self-
governing) but under Danish sovereignty. Holstein conined mainly Germans
and was part of the German Confederation, whilst Schleswig contained a
mixture of Germans and Danes and was outside the Confederation. In 1863
King Frederick of Denmarl ched, leaving no immediate heirs. As agreed by the
Great Powers in 1852, he was succeeded by Christian of Glucksburg whose

= Foviher teading

As you can see from the previous
spotlight, there are many biographies
of Bismarck. Shorer biographies
inchade:

Waller, Bismarch, 1985

Abrams, Bismarch and the Geriman
Emplre 1871-1918, 1995
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Swives i
-1 A cartoon from a liberal
magazine, Bismarck is holding the
Prussian Constitution and saying that
he cannot rule with it

ol Theluelt abowt

B What point is the caroonist i
Source 16 wying to make?

b Wliy is it significant that this
cartoon comes from a liberal
magazine?

i What surikes you about Bismarck's
use of the word “rule"?

O T A S

This was agreed by Britain, France,
Russia, Prussia, Austiia and Sweden.
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The British politician, Palmerston,

made the joke that only three people
ever understood the Schleswvig-
Holstein issue: Prince Albert who was
dead, a German professor who had
gone mad and Palmerston himself,
who had forgoten what it was about

anyway.

I AR T T L PR L P T ey

I am cenainly no Bismarck
enthusiast, but he has the ability o
act.., I loak forward o the fsture
with pleasure. There is something
invigorating, after fifty years of peace,
in a day like the baule of Dupple
[against the Danes} for the young
Prussian troops. One feels as if all
one's nerves had been refreshed.

Extract from a letter written
by a German Liberal,
April 1864

i
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Bismarck was formunate in 1866;

Russin was unlikely to support
Austria and an alliance with aly was
concluded. Bismarck somehow
nmmaged to secure the neutrality of
france, although Napoleon 111 was
signailing bis support to bath Prussia
and Austrz. However, it was not
Napoleen's intention at this point to
hecome involved in a4 war. He was
much more interested in securing the
best territorial position for France.

e, Bl Ty T

The Prusstan victory at Koniggratz
was not a foregone conclusion,
clespite Prussia’s military superiority.
A recent interpretation suggests that
the cutcome was parily dependent
un the blundlers of the Austrian
commangd.
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right to become King arose from his marriage to King Frederick’s first cousin.
Holstein refused to accept Christian on the grounds that Lis inkeritance came
througl: the female line. Meanwhile, Christian annexed Schleswig to the Danish
crown. The Federal Diet demanded armed inervention but Bismarck called
instead for joint action by Prussia and Austria alone.

The Danes were quickly defeated and, in the Treaty of Vienna in October 1864,
they surrendered all rights to both duchies. However, Austla and Prussia held
different views about the next step. Austria would have been happy to see the
cachies remain autonomous, whereas Bismarck clearly had plans to annex the
reritories to Prussia. An agreement (the Gastein Treaty) was [inally reached in
1865. Holstein would be administered by Austrin and Schleswig would be
governed by Prussia. At Austria’s insistence, the duchies would remain under a
joint sovereignty, thereby preventing full annexation to Prussia. Reluctant o go
to war with Austria at this point, Bismasck accepted the decision, It was clear,
however, that he expected further tensions to follow which would provide him
with an epportunity to resolve the Austrian issue.

War with Austria

Tensions did indeed continue over the duchies of Schleswig and Holstein and
Bismarck made clear at a meeting of the Prussian Crown Council that war
against Austria was inevitable. Bismarcle had planned for this confrontation for
some time. ‘Germany is clearly wo small for us both’ he had writen in 1856. In
1866 the time was right not only to senle the disputes over the duchies but also
to setle the future of Germany. The Prussian acmy, under the conunand of
General von Moldke, was well mained and well equipped. In addition, it
seemed highly unlikely that either Britain or Russin - stll smaning after
Austria’s actions in the Crimean War — would get involved.

In April 1866, Bismarck concluded a secret alliance with Imly. He also
increased tensions by proposing a new constitition to the Federal Dier which
he knew would be unacceptable to the Austrians, Meanwhile, the mujority of
the smaller German states rallied to the Austiian cause, fearing Prussian
domination. The years of economic union did not appear to have increased
their support for Prussia.

In June, Austria broke the Gastein Treaty by placing the Schleswig-Holstein
question under the contrel of the Federal Diet. Prussia responded by occupying
Holstein. Surprised that this alone did not provole a declaration of way,
Bismarck presented a fuller version of his proposal o reform the Fedenl
Constitution. Austiiz now called on members of the Confederation to mebilize
their armies. Prussia declared the end of the German Confecderation and her
troops acvanced

Within seven weeks, the Austrian army was defeated at Koniggratz, Bismarck
had no wish to go any further and had to restrain the King who wished to
inflict more wounds on Austiia and win Austrian territories. This, in Bismarck's
view, would encourage Austria to ally with any potential enemy of Prussia,
especially France, Bismarck, in teass, presented the King with an ultimatum;
either war should end or he would resign. Finally, a peace settlement was
agreed at Prague in August. No Austrian Jand was annexed by Prussiz although
Venetin was surrendered (0 the Ialians. Prussin did, however, annexe
Schleswig-Holstein, Hanover, Hesse-Kassel, Nassau and the city of Frankfust, ali
of which had supporned Austria in the war Austria was forced o accept
Prussian dominance in Germany and agreed to the creation of a North German -
Confederation,
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Not only had Bismarck schieved his aim of dominance over Austria. The war
had also hrought about the collapse of the liberals' vote in the election of 1866.

The new Constitution

e

but in reaiity they hadt litle choice.

P \ Representatives selecled by
They agreed with Bismarck's

Bismrck finally ended the conflict over the army bill in Pardiament by kS _ presidency The King of Prussia was also President of the Confederation, and had the

persuading the King to admit he was at fault and by successfislly requesting The King was persuaded by ?'ﬁmﬂﬂ?k | Presiclent armed! forces of the states under his supreme command. He was

Parlinment’s approval for his actions over the previous four years {see note). e “Fcei" an “‘-‘]‘fm_““y b'“" ““S. : Chancellor responsible for foreign affairs, declarations of war and dismissal of

Even the liberals accepted such a move in the wake of military victory and with provided the Prussian Padiament's Ministers ministers. The Chancellor (Bismarck) was answerable only 1o the President.

the prospect of unification, approval ff’r al government o, - T e
expenditare lor the previous fous !

Bismarck had gained significant victories, both inside and outside Prussia. Bul years. Historians have since eriticized | BURDEShXE States were zlloned votes according to their size. Prussia had 17 votes out

which victory had he put first in his planning? the liberals for agreeing to the b, E (Federal Council} i »| Of 43 — not a majority but encugh o prevent changes o the Constitution

(which required & rwo-thirds majority}. It initfated legisiation {aws). It was

Sauwree 17
The war of 1866 was entered on not hecause the existence of Prussia
was threatened, nor was it caused by public opinion and the voice of
the people...but for an ideal end ~ the establishment of power . Prussia
felt itself ealled upon and strong encugh to assume the leadership of the
German races.

Field Marsha! Helmut von Moltke, 1866

Suntrce 18

Tt had been he [Bismarck] who had possessed the temerity {cheek) 1o
break with the waditions of Prussian diplomacy and to choose an anti-
Austrian policy as the means of dividing the paliamentary opposition
that was threatening to pacalyse the Prussian Government when he
came to power in September 1862...

Cralg, Germany 1866-1845, 1981

The North German Confederation 1867

What had Bismarck achieved through war with Austrin? Prussia now controlled
four-fifths of the population, and most of the territory, north of the River Main.
The annexaton of Hunover, Nassau, Hesse-Kassel, Schieswig-Holstein and
Frankfurt was camied out in a brutal fashion. They were not consulted at any
stage and as one historian points out ‘Tt was not unitication, but concquest’
(Stiles, 1986}, However, there remained independem states in north Germany
which were ouside of direct Prussian control (Saxeny was the most
significant), These states were forced to become part of the North German
Confederation which covered all of Germany norih of the Main and was
controlled by Prussia. This Confederation was probably never an end in itself,
however, It was another important step towards unification of the whole of
Germany. It was also, in its exclusion of Austia, a symbol of Prussian
dominance, If Germany was 1o be united, then it would surely be under
Prussian control.

The Constitution of the North German Confederation

The Constitution of the North German Confederation outlived the
Confederation itself. It ecame the bhasis for the Constitution of the German
Empire of 1871 and is, therefore, worthy of some comment. Bismarck worked
hard to produce a constitution which would prevent a system of parliamentuy
rade but would provide enough popular participation in government to satisfy
the liberals. He also worked bard to ensure Prussian dominance of the
Confederntion whilst reassuring the northern (and indirectly, southern} states
that their independence would not be destroyed.

economic and foreign policy and
wanted to support any moves in the

direction of unification.

b Vhlnk about

le~ Do Sources 17 and 18 agiee on
the main motives behind war with

Austgia?

Y From your own knowledge, what
do you consider to have been
Bismarck'’s main maotive behind
war with Austria?

showing the Noith German
Confederation.

See Source 21 on page 26 for a map
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each membey stae

REICHSTAG .
(Chumber of Deputies)

ted by the Chancellor.
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Deputies recgived ne salary so tended 1o be wealthy. They had the right o
veto legislation but not 1o initiate it. The liberals won rwo concessions: a
secret bailot in elections and contol over the annual budget. The uer

usniversal male suffrage Gali
men aver 25)

& Think abowi

b Who held the most power within
the Constitwtion?

b How democratic was the
Constinttion? In other words, how
much power did ordinary
Germans have?

; g Do you think the individual states
would have been happy with their
|rosition in the Constitution?

e b A M ShE kA
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“The four southerm states cutside the
MNosth German Confederation were:

Baden
Wiirttemberg
Hesse
Bavaria

T g e s
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297 depaties voted in by -

was not a significant victory — most of the budget was spent on the army
and was outside the Reichstag’s contrel. It did win some conwol over the
army though — lrom 1872, the amount spent on the army would be fixed
by law.

N s T e T e

The Confederation was responsible for defence, foreign policy and economic
matters such as customs and banking. The individual states kept their own
rulers, their own parliaments and their own laws, Local taxation could be raised
to pay for government services including education.

The Franco-Prussian War

The failure of economic unicn

There was siill the issue of the southern states however. There was linde
support in these areas for a Prussian-dominated Germany and they defencled
their right 10 remain independent. The term used o describe this s
particularism. Bismarck had used the Prague settlememt to ensure that the
southern states could not support efther France or Austria against Prussia.
Clauses were inserted into the peace treaties which put the armies and railways
of the states wnder Prossian control in times of war. Quite why they accepted
this is unsure, but jt may have been e 10 their own distrust of France. In any
case, it meant that the southern siates were no longer a potential threar to
Bismarck. He decided not 1o force the southers states 1o unite with the north ai
this point. It is probable that Bismarck hoped that economic unity would
eventually lead to poiitical unity.

The four southern states were allowed 1o join the Zotlversin and, in june 1867,
Bismarck forced them to accept 2 new Zollparlament (customs union
parfiament) This organization would be dominated by Prussia and would
inelucle members of the North German Reichistag and elected members of the
southern states. However, if Bismarck hoped that this would smooth the path
o political unity he was mistaken. Etections for the Zollparlament in the
southern states produced a overwhelming majority of deputies who opposed
political union. It was becoming clear that the evolution of political unity out of
economic unity would take considerable time. Was Bismarck prepared to wait?
Hisworians have disagieed about Bismarck's plans at this point. Did he see a
war against France as the only way of luring the southern states into the
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Confecleration? His famous words at the time, in 1869, are perhaps the best
inclication of his intentions:

That German unity could be promoted by actions involving force I
think is self-evident. But there is 2 quite different question, and that
has to do with the precipitation of a powerful catastrophe and the
respansibility of choosing the time for it. A voluntary intervention in
the evolution of history.. tesufts only in the shaking down of unripe
fruit, and that German unity is no ripe fruit at this time leaps, in my
opinion, w0 the eye. If the time that lies ahead works in the interest of
unity as much as the period since the accession of Fraderick the Great
has done...then we can look to the future calmly and leave the rest to
Our SUCCessars. .

Extract from a dispatch by Bismarck to the Prussian envoy
in February 1869

Luxembourg: a dress rehearsal for war?

Mapaleon [I was eager o acquire territory on the west bank of the River
Rhine, land that had formerly belonged 10 the French, He was disappointed
that his neutrality in Prussia's war against Austria had rot brought him any
further towards this goal. Bismarck wanted, at this point, to keep the support of
France. Apact from anything else, the Prussian army was not in a good enough
state 1 face the French in a war. He pointed Napoleon away from the Rbine
and towards Luxembourg. Luxembourg was a duchy under the sovereignty of
the King of Holland but had also been made parr of the German Confecleation
in 1815,

MNapoleon succeeded in persuading the King of Holland o relinquish
Luxembourg. When news reached the Reichstag there was uproar at the
thought of France simply taking land which contained German speakers and
which had Prussian troops stationed on it. Bismarclk must have been prepared
for this nationalist cutbugst and indeed may have encouraged it despite his
enrlier encourngement of Napoleon. However, he did not want to fight France
and 50 he put the swter in the hands of the Great Powers, In London it was
decided that Prussia should withdraw its troops staticned in Luxembourg (a
significant gain for France) but that the duchy should remain independent of
French conwrol, This was, overall, a humiliating defeat for Napoleon.

What were Bismarck's aims in Luxembowg? Te prevent the French from
making territorial claims on Germany? Or 0 undermine French relations to the
point where war was cleurly on the cards? Or was he simply keeping all his
options oper?

The Spanish Succession

An opportunity to provoke France - if this was indeed Bismarck's aim - came
in 1870. Isabella, the Queen of Spain, had been forced to abdicate two years
earlier. In 1870, the Spanish crown was offered to Prince Leopold, @ member of
the Prussian royai family. The prospect of a Hohenzollern on the Spanish
throne was extremely alarming to France Nevertheless, Bismarck pressured
Leopold into accepting the crown in june 1870. This provoked France 1o such
a degree that King Willielm in turn persuacled Leopold to step down, much w

=l Thindk about

b What was Bismarcl's view of
unification in 1869, according to
Source 192

e A year after this disparch,
Bismarck vsed a war against
France as a way of speeding up
unification. Does this mean that
fie was lying to the Prussian
envoy?

D R L G R LT I

B Blograpiy

Mapolesa 1

Emperor of France 1852-1870 and
nephew of Napoleon Bonaparte. He
was elected Presicdent in 1848 but
staged a coup in 1851 which allowed
him to remain as President for a
fugther ten yzars. In 1852 he
abelished the Second Republic and
made himself Emperor of the Second
Ermpite. He encouraged industyzal
expansion in an attempt to make
France strong, but was unsuccessful
in his foreign policy, especially
against Prussia whicl defeated France
in the Franco-Prussian War, 1870-71,
leading w his sblication

Hebhenrolies:

The Hohenzollern dynasty ruled
Prussia from 1701 to 1918 and the
German Empire from 1871 1 1918
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Bismarck's distress. This was not enough to avert war, however. Gramons, the
French Foreign Minister, insisted that Withelm should renounce Leopold's claim
permanentdy which the Prussian King, independently of Bismarcle, refused to do.

Bismarcle received a telegram from the King outlining his meeting with the
French Ambassador to Prussia, Benedetti, who had been sent by Gramont to
put pressure on Wilhelm. The telegram became known as the Ems Telegram
after the town of Bacl Ems where the meeting toole place. Although Bismarck
did not add anything to the telegram, he edited words out to give the
impression of an even fimer snub of the French by Wilhielm. He then ensured
that the amended telegram was published in Berlin and abroad. Bismarck had
obtined guarantees from the southern states that they would support him in a
war against France. He was now, if not before, expecting 2 war.

The war

The Ems Telegram was the final straw for the French, and Napoleon declared
war on 13 July 1870. Bismarck was in a strong positon. Auswia felt no
abligation to support France after being let down in 1866, Nor was she
prepared to risk a war without the support of italy, who posed a threat w her
southern borders. The German army {to all intents and purposes the Prussian
army) was also in very good shape, Morale was high, leadership skilful and
equipment effective, especiatly the new Krupp field batteries.

In September, after a series of swift victories, Moltke saw his chance 1o
surround the French forces at Sedan, The French lost mare than twice as many
men as Germany and Napoleon 1l was captured. Despite this crushing defeat,
France limped on undl the fall of Pavis in January 1871,

. A woodeut from a painting by a
Gernran artist showing Napoleoen 111
and Bismarck the day aRer
Napolean's caprure by Bismarck at
the Baule of Sedan. Bismarck is
seiedd on the right

12 Thinde about

B What impression of the French {
defeat does Source 20 convey? ?
Rrers BV S Ly ».'-’-wa:’:e‘.=:f-:-a-r?iv>r.«;r:\1!:

The Treaty of Frankfurt, signed in May, was a harsh setttement for France. The
French territories of Alsace-Lorraine were annexed to Germany (see Source 21)
and an indemnity of five billion francs had 1o be paid over four years. This
settlement ensurec a lasting ivalry and hatred between the two countries. For
the next thiry-eight years the French swore to seek revenge on Germany and
regain the land France lost in 1871,
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8 Historicsl debute

As we have already seen (pages 16-17) there is a debate about the nature of
Bismarck's aims. 1t is difficult 1o deny that German unification was ong of
them {aithough at least one historian — AJ.P.Faylor — would challenge even
this). Exsctly how Bismarck intended to bring about unification is more
difficult w pin down, however. Did Bismarck see a war against France as
the only way? In his memoirs he wrote thut % Franco-German war must take
pluce hefore the construction of a unjted Germany could be realized’ (Craig,
1981). This was, however, written with the benefit of hindsight ancd may
have been an anempt by Bismarck o give his actions the impression of
being well plinned in advance. Other statements made at the gme suggest
that Bismarck was unsure about war, though was not wuling it ou
completely. His famous ‘ripe fruit’ speech (see Souree 19) implied a wail-
and-see policy. Not surprisingly, all this has led 1o 2 debate amongst
historians. Some, such as Eyek, argue that Bismarck was indeed intencling
to fight France whilst others, such as Kolb, wgne that France’s reaction to ta make history. My task is o keep

the succession issue 10k Bismarck by surprise, Craig talees this even funbher an eye on the currenis of the lawer |
by argaing that Bismarck did not want a war at all, Carr takes 2 moderate and steer my ship in them as best I |
view, uguing that Bismarck was prepared 10 risk o war but vied 1o prevent can.
it. A possible way through this clebate is to remember Otto Pllanze's phrase

‘a steategy of alternatives'. Perhaps it was a case of keeping all options open

until the right option made itself clear.

At Jeast I am not so arrogant as to i
assume that the likes of us are able |

Bismarck

Document exercise: Bismarck and the war against France

War against Fran

"Uﬁhﬁppﬂ'y I believe in & war with France before long - have seen the flower of our youth struck down by
hé'r'_vanity, hurt by our victories, will drive her in that wounds and disease...Such memories and sights would
dlirection. Yet, since T do not know of any French ot leave me without a moment’s peace if I thought I had
German interest requiring a1 resort to arms, 1 do not see  made the war for personal ambition or national
* it-ag ‘certain. Only a country’s mast vital interests justify  vanity...You may rest assured that I shall never advise

embarking on war — only its honour, which is not o His Majesty 1o wage 0 war unless the most vital

v be-confused with so-called prestige. No statesman has  interests of the Fatherland require it.

aright'1o begin a war simply beeause, in his opinion, it Bismarck speaking to a conservative deputy in the

.15 inevitable in a given period of time..,On the Prussian Parlizment in 1867
" Tatefietd - and, what is far worse, in the hospitals ~ 1

Telegram . . : _
: ed [Roonl and Moltke  require in order to mees this sudden risk of war,
" to diné with me.. both were greatly dlepressed...During  [Severai] considerations, conscious and unconscious,

_Blsmarc did want war

The vnification of Germany |

1 assumed that a united Germany was only a question of time...I did nat
doubt that a Franco-German war must take place hefore the
construction of 2 united Germany could be realised...] was at that time
pre-occupied with the idea of delaying the outhreak of this war until
our fighting strength should be increased,

Bismarck, The Man and the Statesman, 1898

ismarck wanted 1o

I is always dangerous to speak with too great assurance of Bismarck's
inientions, but the explanation given here [that Bismarck believed
French politicians would block a war} is certainly more reasonable than
the argument, often madle, that he was seeking war with France from
the beginning of the Spanish question. Throughaut his life, Bismarck
wis an opponent of preventive war, . If the rumpets of war were 1o
sound In the spring of 1870, the initiative in his view weuld Lave to he
France's, and he was conficlent that in the prevailing circumstances
Napoleon would not give the necessary command.

Craig, Germany 1966-1945, 1981

I personally feel convinced that Bismarck undertook it [support of
Leopoid] with the intention of pritting Napoleon in a formiclable
dilemma: either to suffer a palitical defeat which would in the long run
cost him his throng, or 1o wage war - and that he foresaw that
Napoleon would prefer war, Therefore, respensihility for the war rests in
the first instance with Bismarck, He is of course, not the only person
responsible..fhui] Bismarek alope kept the initiative by knowing
beforehand how the athers would react 10 his moves.

[
Eyek, Bismarck and the German Empire, 1968

B Examination-style qoestions

Comgprehension in context

e h ) o " ) . ) Using Source B and your own knewledge explain why Bismarck edited the Ems
- our conversation I was informed that a telegram from strengthened my opinion that war could be avoided & Activity i Telegram.
.- Bms...was being deciphered... ; he c neuy of i 1 ) ]
- _‘I;m _.w:‘s be:r;g; ecilphewd[ IC;n a reze'ued e og[fy :]12 lt fc'Jsit 05 ll}e ]_1tououi oth_russm 1rid oflzhe 1 Retum to the Spotlight on pages I 2 Comparing the sources
- examination of the document I lingered upon national confidence in it. Under this conviction I made . e . . o
e TR nge i o = Co A 16-17. You now know enough about | How and why do Soucces D and E differ in their interpretation of Bismarck’s aims?
. duthorisation of His Majesty, which included a use of the royal authorisation communicated to me...to Bismarck to complete the activity. ! .
. ‘cdmmarid, immediately to communicite Benedett's publish the contents of the elegram, and in the | 3 .:Issessmrg lrhe ssources e o
- H H : * BRI St o e W 4 s e iR are [ T 21§ arelk's aims?
fresh- demand and its rejection both to our ambassadors  presence of my two guests 1 recuced the telegram by S : o uselll are Sources A and C when assessing Bismarck's aims

dnd the, press. 1 put a few questions 1o Meltke s to the striking out words. .,
‘extent:of his confidence in the state of our
“'preparations, especially as (o the time they would auill

£ Making judgements
‘Bismarck planned o use 3 war against France in order to unile Germany,” Using all
the sources and your own knowledge, explain whether or not you agree with this
statement.

Bismarck, The Man and the Statesman, 1898




Thie unification of Gerrmany

"Unification

Berween the baule of Sedan and the fall of Pars, enthusiasm for the war
amongst the southern staes waned. Bismarck was concemned thar they might
withdraw their support. At the same time the southern states were increasingly
of the opinion that they could not afford o remain isolated with such hostility
becveen Germany and France. Having supported Bismarck, they were
vulnerable to French reprisals. Tt was therefore useful for all concerned (o see
further political unity in Germany. One historian has claimed that unification
was not planned before the war and thar Bismarck “...pushed the south
German states inte the Reich naot at all with a vision of a distant futare, but
solely to keep them in the war’ (Taylor, 19G6) An alternative interpretanion is
that Bismarck, whether planning a war with France in advance or not, saw an
opporwnity once war had started to push for unification. He saw his
opportunity to achieve his long-term ambition more quickly than might
otherwise have been expected.
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The unification of Germany
1867-1871.

AUSTRIAN EMPIRE " . )
Frugsia in 1867
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One thing is certain, however. Although the war aganst France had aroused
nationalist passions, the unification was carnied out for practical rather than
ideological reasons:

was praclaimed, with rulers of the German states offering King Wilheim
I of Prussia the hereditary crown of a united Germany. Whatever
nationalist mythology may subsequently have claimed, there was a great
deal of grumpiness on all sides: reluctance on the part of princes, as
well as a certain sulkiness on the part of the new Emperor himself,
What had been engineered, under Bismarck's guidance, was effectively
the extension of Prussian power rather than the expression of nationalist
enthusiasm for a united Germany.

Fulbrook, A Concise History of Germany, 1930

) German History 1770- 1866, 1989,
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1615 The Vienna Settlement
The German Confederation
created

18Y& Prussian Customs Union set up

1834 The Zollversin (Customs
Union) creavec

1846 Revolution
Frankfurt Partiament fails 1o unite
Germany .

+85Y The German Confederation re- #
established 1

18%54—6 The Crimean War

1858 King Friedrich Wilkelim IV
repluced by his brother Withelm  §
as regent

1859 The Nationalverein founded

1860 von Roon presems the army
bill to the Prussian Landiag
{Parliament) which leads 10 a
constitwtional crisis

1864 Wilhelm becames King of
Prussia, aged 64

1862 Bismarck appointed Minister~
President of Prussia

1863 Bismarck practically establishes
dictatorship in Prussia

1864 Denmark defeated by Prugsia

1865 Gastein Treaty — Prussia and
Austria agree 1o share Schieswig-
Holstein

1466 Austria defeated by Prussia

§867 North German Confederation
established
Indemnity bill ends the :
constitutional crisis -
Southern states join the Zollverain
Luxembourg crists

1871 Spanish crown offerad to
Prince Leopold
Ems Telegrans
War with France

16874 Unification of Germany
France defeated by
Prussin/Germany
Treaty of Frankfurt

Filier e

You mighe like to follow up
- Sheehan's arpument in his book
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The unification of Germany 1

Why was Germany united in 18717

i Activity

Histovians  have disagresd abour the relatve imporiance of different factors
contributing to German unification. German historians inftially stressed the greatness
‘of Bismarck. By 1919, however, a British economist, Keynes, was alreacly challenging
this with his statement ‘The German Empire was not founded on bload and iron, bus
on ccal and iron’

In small groups, 1ake one of the factors listed below and prepare a short preseniation
on its coniribution to German unification. Try 1o convince the other groups that your
factor was the most important. At the end of the presentations, take 4 class vote on
the order of importance of all the factors.

@ Bismarck

Economy

[:3

Prussian army

Nationalism & liberalism

-3

[)

Crher countries (especially France and Austria)

Conclusions

Many factors contributed to the unification of Germany. The growing strength
of Prussia, both economically and politicaily, was a major factor ~ perhaps the
major factor. However, circumstances outside Germany also played a major role
and enabled Bismarck to achieve unification sooner than perhaps even he
expected. War against France certainly determined the timing of unification und
in this respect, it could indeed be argued that Germany was united by ‘blood
and iron’. Historians are still arguing about whether or not German unification
was inevitable. Most agree with Fulbrook (see Source 22) and argue that it was
not James Sheehan, for example, argues that it came as a surprise and a shock.
Thomas Nipperdey, however, argues that unification swas part of a natural and
inevitable process and would have happened without Bismarck, For him,
German unification was the result of increased German identity during the
nineteenth century. On the whole, the evidence does not support Nipperdey.
Germany did not unite because of popular pressure from the German people.
It united because the smaller German states felt that they had liude choice,




